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other. For this difficult piece of work he was rewarded
with a K.G., and the country sang the praises of the pact
with a great deal more heartiness than will the mothers,
fathers or lovers of the generation that is to be sacrificed
when the time comes.
On January 3ist the British evacuated Cologne, and
the last stage of the Great War was reached. Colossal
celebrations marked the liberation of the Rhine provinces,
and many soldiers brought home German wives, which was
certainly good for the international spirit.
In May the General Strike was declared in support of
the locked-out miners. The full story of how this was
declared and why it ended when it did, and other matters
of interest, will one day be written, perhaps, but it is too
recent a remembrance for me to go into it in detail at the
moment. Of the conferences with the Government and
the attitude of many of the actors in this great strike there
is a mass of knowledge of which the general public has
no conception. Many Tories to this day, especially the
women, honestly believe it was organized by Russia and
was the beginning of a genuine revolution. If this is so
it was extremely badly managed. I certainly knew nothing
of such intentions, and I do not know anyone who knew
where the ammunition dumps and rifles were to be found.
At the time I thought it would be more effective to back
the miners financially with the strength of the whole Trade
Union movement, yet, although the strike collapsed and
the miners were beaten, the effect was to strengthen the
whole Labour cause considerably and lead us to victory in
three years' time. The police force received a bonus of
^235,000 from those who were grateful for the continuance
of the capitalist system,
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